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BARRIE POLICE SERVICE BOARD 
PUBLIC MEETING 

MINUTES 
 

Thursday, April 17, 2025 
110 Fairview Road, Barrie – Command Board Room 

 

 
PRESENT:   Mr. Greg Ferguson, Chair 

Lynn Strachan, Member 
    Arif Khan, Member 

Mayor Alex Nuttall, Member 
Sarah Young, Board Administrator 

 
VIRTUAL:    Robert Thomson, Vice Chair 
      
STAFF:   Chief Rich Johnston 

Deputy Chief Rob Burke 
Jennett Mays, Supervisor STRATCOM 
 

 

 
MEETING OPENING 
 
1. The meeting was called to order at 8:03 a.m. 
 
2. Chair Ferguson acknowledged the land. 
 
Chair Ferguson welcomes Mr. Tom Gervais and Mr. Ryan Berrigan Police Services Advisors 
with the Inspectorate of Policing.  
        
3. Motion to approve the agenda  
 
MOTION #2025-034 
On motion of Arif Khan, seconded by Lynn Strachan, the April 17, 2025, public agenda 
was approved.                        CARRIED 
                                                         
4. Declaration of Conflict of Interest with Respect to the Agenda 

 
None were declared. 
 
5. Approval of Minutes 
 
MOTION #2025-035 
On motion of Arif Khan, seconded by Lynn Strachan, the minutes from the March 20, 
2025, public meeting were approved.              CARRIED  
                          
PRESENTATION 
 
6. Newly Promoted 
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a. Sergeant Shawn Bovair 
 

Sergeant Shawn Bovair and his family were welcomed to the meeting. Chief Johnston 
introduced him to the board and presented him with his Sergeants badge.  
         
CONSENT AGENDA 
 
7. Financial Impacts of Tariffs 
8. Paid Duty (Annual Report) 
9. Employee Wellness (Annual Report) 
10. Use of Force (Annual Report) 
11. Missing Persons Act (Annual Report) 
12. Strategic Plan Update 
13. Time and Attendance Q1 
14. Human Resources Report 
15. Public Complaints 
 
Chair Ferguson requested item 9. Employee Wellness Annual Report be pulled and be 
presented at the next board meeting on May 15, 2025, highlighting the wellness initiatives. 
 
Arif Khan thanked the service for item 7. Financial Impacts of Tariffs and questioned if the 
service could withdraw from contracts if needed. Finance Manager Tyrell Turner advised that it 
would have to go through legal and most contracts have exit clauses.   
 
MOTION #2025-036 
On motion Arif Khan, seconded by Lynn Strachan, the consent agenda items were 
received.                    CARRIED 
                          
UPDATES 

 
16. Chiefs Update 
 
Chief Johnston provided a presentation outlining key events, community engagements, and 
operational highlights involving the service over the past month. 
 
Among the significant events mentioned were the response efforts related to the recent ice 
storm, participation in Nowruz celebrations, a retirement ceremony honoring South Simcoe 
Deputy Chief Sheryl Sutton, the Crosstown Classic Hockey Game, the Vimy Ridge Breakfast at 
Base Borden, and the Georgian Sweet Maple Pancake Breakfast. 
 
Chief Johnston also shared that on April 2nd, he completed his routine run with the new recruits 
and later celebrated their achievements at the Recruit Graduation Ceremony held on April 16th. 
 
Throughout the month, the Chief represented the service at several important meetings and 
engagements. These included attending the Community Safety and Well-Being (CSWB) 
Committee meeting, the monthly City of Barrie meeting, and hosting Solicitor General Michael 
Kerzner along with Minister and MPP Andrea Khanjin at Barrie Police Service Headquarters. He 
also delivered an evidence-based policing presentation to new recruits and met with the CEO of 
the Barrie Public Library to discuss ongoing collaboration on community safety initiatives. 
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Investigations Highlighted: 
 
• Unsanctioned Truck Rally: An incident involving approximately 200 trucks gathered at a 

plaza in south Barrie resulted in a male suspect fleeing from police. On March 25, he was 
charged with mischief under $5,000, dangerous operation of a motor vehicle, and flight from 
a peace officer. 
 

• Careless Driving Causing Death: Charges were laid against an Innisfil woman following the 
conclusion of an investigation into a fatal October 2024 collision involving a passenger 
vehicle and a motorcycle. A 34-year-old Barrie man was pronounced deceased at the 
scene. 

 
• Technology-Aided Arrests: The use of automated licence plate recognition technology 

facilitated the apprehension of three individuals, who now face multiple drug-related and 
impaired driving charges, following a foot pursuit. 

 
Chief Johnston also highlighted several upcoming events, including National Public Safety 
Telecommunicators Week (April 13–19) and the launch of the Barrie Police Service Citizens 
Police Academy on May 1. 
 
Chair Ferguson expressed appreciation for the efforts of the service during the recent ice storm, 
acknowledging the dedication and commitment demonstrated throughout the response. 
 
FOR DISCUSSION: 
 
17. Community Concerns 

 
None were raised.  
 
IN CAMERA 
 
18. Motion to Meet in Camera  

 
MOTION #2025-037 
On Motion of Mayor Nuttall, seconded by Arif Khan, the board will move in camera in 
accordance with Section 44 (1)(a) of the Community Safety and Policing Act.  
                                   CARRIED       
19. Matters arising from In Camera 
 
Nil.        
 
MEETING CLOSING  
 
20. Next Regular Board Meeting -Thursday, May 15, 2025 
21. Adjournment                                                                                                                                                                                                                         
 
MOTION #2025-041 
On motion of Arif Khan, the Barrie Police Service Board Public meeting was adjourned at  
10:00 a.m.                        CARRIED 
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Chair Board Administrator 


	Chair Board Administrator

